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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TRIPOL 00356 171510Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SNM-02 DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 
JUSE-00 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-05 OES-06 OMB-01 
L-03 H-02 HEW-06 DODE-OO AID-05 AGRE-00 /076W 

180510Z 082046/20 

R 171439Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4165 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS TRIPOLI 0356 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, AFSP 

SUB J : CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIHUANA 

REF: STATE 57902 

1 . IT IS ILLEGAL IN LIBYA TO POSSESS MARIHUANA. THE LAW 
PROVIDES FOR A SENTENCE OF LIFE IMPRISONMENT AND A FUME OF 
APPROX. DOLS 10,200 TO DOLS 34,000. 

2. SPECIFIC PENALITIES FOR ANYONE WHO HOLDS, PURCHASES, 

PRODUCES, SEPARATES OR MAKES NARCOTICS OR CULTIVATES THE 
MARIHUANA PLANT FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSUMPTION OR PERSONAL 
USE ARE IMPRISONMENT AND A FINE OF DOLS 10,200 TO DOLS 

17,000. 

3. THERE HAVE BEEN FEW CASES KNOWN TO THE EMBASSY PRIOR 
TO THE LAST 5-6 MONTHS BUT AN INCREASING NUMBER OF DRUG 
CASES HAVE BEGUN TO APPEAR. RECENT ARREST CASES ARE STILL 
PENDING TRIAL AND THE ACCUSED HAVE BEEN FREED ON BAIL. 

FROM MOST INDICATIONS IT APPEARS THAT PERSONS WHO WERE 
ARRESTED FOR POSSESSION FOR PERSONAL USE WILL BE FINED 
AND RELEASED FROM FURTHER PROSECUTION. 
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